Quoting from the Text

The big picture: You should be using direct quotes and paraphrases from your sources to add strength to your argument. Direct quotes add credibility (building your ethos). However, you need to be sure to only choose quotes that support and add to your argument. Don’t simply quote for the sake of quoting. Each quote you choose should be significant enough that you have something to say about it.

The details: It can be a bit tricky to switch between quoting text and using your own words, so below are some guidelines, rules, and practice exercises to help you do this well. 

What not to do: Quotes shouldn’t be orphans, standing alone in their own lonely sentences.  (This is also called hit-and-run quotation.) 

Incorrect Example: Jeremy Rifkin writes about studies on pigs. “Studies on pigs' social behavior funded by McDonald's at Purdue University, for example, have found that they crave affection and are easily depressed if isolated or denied playtime with each other. The lack of mental and physical stimuli can result in deterioration of health.” Rifkin makes a good point. Another point he makes is that…

What to do: Quotes should be part of a “quotation sandwich.” There should be: 
1) a statement introducing the quotation serving as the top slice of bread. The introductory sentence should explain who is speaking and set up what the quote says. 
2) the quote, serving as the sandwich filling, properly punctuated and cited.

and 3) an explanation serving as the bottom slice. The follow-up statement should explain why you consider the quotation to be important and what you have to say on the issue.
a. Good Example: In his article, “A Change of Heart About Animals”, Jeremy Rifkin identifies multiple scientific studies indicating that animals are behaviorally, cognitively, and emotionally like humans. For example, “studies on pigs' social behavior … have found that they crave affection and are easily depressed if isolated or denied playtime with each other. The lack of mental and physical stimuli can result in deterioration of health” (59). In citing this study, Rifkin highlights the emotional needs of pigs, animals that many of us would hardly think of as needing affection or “playtime.” This study implies that for animals to be treated ethically, they should be given the attention and stimuli that they crave.
Templates introducing quotations: 
X states, “not all steroids should be banned from sports” (citation).

As the prominent philosopher X puts it, “____________” (citation).

According to X, “___________” (citation).

In her book _________________, X maintains that “___________” (citation).

Writing in the journal Commentary, X complains that “___________” (citation).

In X’s view, “___________” (citation).

X agrees/disagrees when she writes, “___________” (citation).

X complicates matters further when she claims, “___________” (citation).

Note: You could use these same templates for summaries & paraphrases by simply replacing the quoted portions and quotation marks with the author’s idea in your own words. Summaries and paraphrases, like direct quotations, need to be part of a sandwich and need a citation.

Templates for Explaining Quotations, Summaries, and Paraphrases

You should develop the habit of following each quotation, summary or paraphrase with an explanation. Templates for this include:

Basically, X is warning that _________________. (Note you don’t cite this, because it’s your idea about the quoted author’s idea.)

In other words, X believes that _______________.

In making this comment, X urges us to _________________.

X’s point is that _________________.

The essence of X’s argument is that _________________.

II. Punctuation 
A. Follow each quote, summary or paraphrase with a citation. This is called parenthetical (or in-text) citation. If the author is named before the quote, you need only to list the page number(s) for a printed source. For a movie on dvd, cite the title, in italics either in your sentence or in parentheses after your sentence. See the OWL at Purdue’s MLA formatting page for more details.


Examples: 

According to Jeremy Rifkin, animals “feel pain, suffer and experience stress, affection, excitement and even love” (59). [From page 59 of the article in your reader.]

The documentary Food Inc complicates the matter further when it displays the extreme conditions that animals raised for food are forced to endure: chicken living without ever seeing light and cows standing in feet of feces. [Note you don’t need a citation afterwards because there is no page number and you gave the video name within the introductory text.]

B. Commas and periods go after the parenthetical citation.

Example: Sigmund Freud writes, “Time spent with cats is never wasted” (157).

C. Question marks and exclamation points: go inside the quotation marks IF they are part of the quoted text. However, these marks go after the parenthetical citation if they are part of the writer’s sentence rather than part of the quoted material.

Example - Part of the Quoted Text:  In his article “Of Primates and Personhood,” Ed Yong quotes primatologist Frans de Waal, who asks “if we give rights to apes, what would be the compelling reason not to give rights to monkeys, dogs, rats, and so on?” (64).
Reflecting on his struggles to understand women, Freud writes, “The great question that has never been answered and which I have not yet been able to answer, despite my thirty years of research into the feminine soul, is: What does a woman want?” (162).

Example - Part of the Writer’s Sentence: Why would we work to extend rights to animals, going so far as to try to have a chimpanzee “legally declared a person,” when there are so many humans suffering in the world (Yong 64)? [Note: the citation indicates that the words in quotes, not the overall idea, are from Yong.] 
D. Use an ellipse (...) to indicate omitted material. This is especially handy if the author’s syntax leads him or her to put some irrelevant information in the middle of the quote you want to use. The key, though, is that you need to ensure that the meaning of the abbreviated quote is the same as the meaning of the full text. See the Rifkin example on the front of this page for an example.
E. Use brackets to indicate words that you changed to fit the flow of your prose or to clarify meaning. For example, you might need to change verb tenses, identify pronoun referents, or alter capitalization. 

III. General Guidelines: 

· Make sure that you don’t string quotations in a row. Weave them logically into your own prose. 

· Don’t pad your essay with quotations, but rather, choose the ones that help you prove the points that you wish to make. 

· Don’t begin or end a paragraph with a quotation; you need to introduce and comment on and analyze every quote you use. 

IV. Next Steps
In your own essay, you are required to cite at least one source per body paragraph. At least one of these must be a direct quote. The other instance(s) may be your summary or paraphrase of the author’s ideas.

· In each body paragraph, underline your topic sentence in blue. If you don’t have one, add one.

· Underline the evidence and examples that you give to support your topic sentences in yellow. 

· Underline direct quotes in green. 

· For each quote, summary, or paraphrase: make sure you have a quotation sandwich: introduction sentence, quote, and explanation.  If you are missing an element, add it.
