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That Time of Year (Sonnet 73)
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

the son of a pro
his native town. In 1582, Shakes

s his senicr, and who bore him three children. The legacy of his

es 36 plays, 154 sonnets, and 5 long poems.

That time of year thou mayst in me bhehold

When yeliow leaves, Or none, or few, do hang

Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,

Bare ruined choirs where late the swest birds sang.

In me thou see'st the twilight of such day

As after sunset fadeth in the west,

Which by and by black night doth take away,

Death's second self, that seals up all in rest.

In me thou see'st the glowing of such fire,

-0 That on the ashes of his youth doth lie
As the deathbed whereon 1t Tnust expire,
Consumead with that which it was nourished by.
This thou perceivest, which makes thy love more strong,
To love that well which thou must leave ere long.
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- The Facts

. What image does the poet focus on in the first quatrain? What relationship
does this image have to the speaker?

. The speaker shifts to another image in the second quatrain, What is it, and
what relationship does it bear to him?

. Yet another image is introduced in the third quatrain. What is the image, and
how does it relate to the speaker? What rather complex philosophical paradox
Is involved?

- The final couplet states the poet’s thesis (o heme). What is that thesis? State
itin your own words.




nisnces.

Images in the poem are presented in a particular ordar. Do yOou see
any reason for this order?

Inlines 3 and 4, what effect do the words “cold./Bara ruined choirs” have on
the rhythm and meter?

Inline 2, what would be the result of substituting “hang” for “do hang™?

5. What is the antecedent of “this” in line 137
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The Issues

What can you dsduce from this poem about the speaker and his frame of ming?

. Someons once said, “Youth is wasted on the young.” How might that witticism

be applied to this poem?

- Why should a student whose major is, say, business and who has no interest

whatsoever in litarature be forced to take classas in which poems such as this
one are studied?

Shakespeare has been called surprisingly modern in his outlook, What about
this poem would seem to justify that observation?

Suggestions for Writing

In two or three well-developed paragraphs, challenge or defend the claim that
oo much money is spent on extending the lives of old people.

Write an essay about a memorable older parson.
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WRITING ASSIGNMENTS FOR A SPECIFIC AUDIENGE
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