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To my Dear and Loving Husband
By Anne Bradstreet (A puritan) 

To do while we are reading: 
1. label rhyme scheme

2. identify hyperbole

3. identify the meter of the poem
4. identify alliteration in the poem
5. identify metaphor

If ever two were one, then surely we. 





1
If ever man were loved by wife, then thee. 

If ever wife was happy in a man, 

Compare with me, ye women, if you can.
I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold, 



5
Or all the riches that the East doth hold. 

My love is such that rivers cannot quench, 

Nor ought but love from thee give recompense.   --- define recompense
Thy love is such I can no way repay; 

The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray. 




10
Then while we live, in love let’s so persevere, 

That when we live no more, we may live ever. 
Now, answer the following questions. 
1. How would you classify the tone of the poem? Flowery, harsh, formal, classy, stiff, etc. 
2. What do the last two lines of the poem mean? Please paraphrase.
3. What do you think is the theme of this poem? Why? 
4. What is this poem a tribute to?
5. How would the Puritans feel about this poem?
Your Love Poetry
By You (Definitely not a puritan) 

Now try your hand at writing a love poem. 
Your poem should incorporate all of the characteristics we identified in the poem above and be at least 15 lines long. 

And remember to keep it school appropriate! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

